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 A Word From Pastor Jen

It’s Not Good News, It’s the Best News Ever
 
The title of this article is stolen from a super catchy 
song by the same name that Mercy Me put out in 2017 
and for some reason, it’s a line that gets stuck in my 
head an awful lot. In fact, it rolls around so often in my 
head, that is where I got our Advent theme from. “It’s 
not good news, it’s the best news ever” is too long for an 
Advent theme, however, so I simply shortened it to 
Noel (which, in addition to meaning “Christmas,” also 
means “Good News” in French). 
 
Now, most of you know that I love musicals and there 
was one that came out when I was 12-years-old, called 
Newsies. It was a Disney movie/musical that was 
loosely based on the New York City newsboys strike of 
1899 and I love it. This ragtag group of boys (most of 
whom lived in shelters and/or boys homes) would sell 
newspapers just to make enough money to eat each 
day. They’d buy a stack of papers (papes) and then sell 
them on the street. There’s an interaction in the movie 
between the main character, Jack Kelly and this 
newcomer, newsboy named David. 
 
 
Jack Kelly: 
You only took 20 papes; why? 

David Jacobs: 
It's a bad headline. 

Jack Kelly: 
Well, dat's da foist thing ya gotta learn - headlines don't 
sell papes. Newsies sell papes. 



And then Jack goes on to take what is a dry, mundane headline and he rephrases it to make it 
sing and he instantly sells through all of his papers. “Headlines don’t sell papes, newsies sell 
papes.”
 
Well, here’s the thing about that: our culture today loves a good, juicy headline just as much (if 
not more) than we did in 1899. And here’s the other thing: The Church hasn’t been producing 
very good headlines. When the Church at large makes the news, it’s very rarely good. 
 
We are just weeks away from the start of Advent, during which we’ll read a famous scripture 
passage from the Gospel of Luke in which an angel arrives to declare, “Do not be afraid, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all people.” It’s a pretty good headline, but it doesn’t 
seem to be catching people’s eye the way that it once did. So maybe instead of depending on the 
headline itself to, WE have to make the headline sing?! This isn’t about religion. It’s not about 
forcing something down someone else’s throat. 

I was in a dark place and God met me there, restored my hope, saved me, gave me a future. It 
was the greatest thing that ever happened to me. It’s not just good news, it’s the best news ever. 
Why am I not out on the streets (or at the very least, sharing that news with the people in my 
life)?? Do I not want the people in my life to experience the hope that I have? The healing that 
I’ve experienced? It’s not good news, it’s the best news ever. 
 
So, when we keep asking you: WHO ARE YOU GOING TO INVITE? We mean it! We KNOW 
that there are countless people in your lives who don’t yet know Jesus. And so when we host 
Alpha throughout November, when we pack food at Make a Difference, when we host the 
Smorgasbord, when we offer Sunday services and Blue Christmas, these are all opportunities 
for us to help you share the best news ever with the people in your life who most need to hear it. 
 
The headlines might not be enough, but your unique witness to the people in your life might 
just change theirs! SO, who are YOU going to invite this Advent season? 
  

Pastor Jen 



What’s going on at HCC – are we “Loving God, Loving Others, and Making 
Disciples”?

Summer is long-gone and we are already well into the fall season here at HCC!  Time keeps 
flying by and I keep feeling very blessed to be a part of this wonderful little church. As I look 
around, I see all kinds of ways in which we are fulfilling our mission statement to Love God, 
Love Other, Make Disciples!   

For starters, I just love our Sunday services!! I feel so lucky on Sunday mornings to truly 
look forward to coming to church. I know each week I will receive a wonderful message from 
Pastor Jen, hearing beautiful worship music, I smile as I watch the children run off to be a 
part of ‘Hillcrest Kids’, and be surrounded by HCC ministry partners who I genuinely look 
forward to seeing.   

I also see strong engagement throughout the week that starts every Monday with our 
devoted prayer group, continues Wednesday with community night (including the Alpha 
series this fall), and follows through to Saturday morning with Bible study.  On top of that we 
throw in even more chances to be in community with events like the recent Mort Carrel golf 
outing and community Trunk or Treat event.  And as if that isn’t enough we have our Ministry 
Teams meeting regularly to plan everything from the previously mentioned Sunday services, 
to taking care of our building & grounds, to planning events we all enjoy, and much more!  
 It’s also the time of year when we’ll come together as church family to support FMSC at the 
13th annual Make A Difference DKC MobilePack event from November 10-13.    

Even as we conduct the “business” of the church we can and will honor God in the 
process. On November 20th we’ll gather for our semi-annual congregational meeting.  In 
addition to hearing Pastor and Staff reports our primary focus at that meeting is our 2023 
budget.  The budget is a complex process that takes lots of input and involvement from the 
budget team, everyone who contributed to staff evaluations, and the Leadership Team.  
Each dollar that we are entrusted with is an opportunity to worship God.  

I like to review our activities from time-to-time in the light of our mission statement to make 
sure we are focused on the right things.  We do not just want to be a busy organization.  At 
HCC we want to be sure that we are being intentional in living out the ideals of Love God, 
Love Others, Make Disciples.  These cannot just be words on a piece of paper.  I pray that 
our staff, leadership team and congregation feel a sense of urgency to follow through on 
these words and live them out each day.  As I look around at what is happening at HCC this 
fall, I feel confident that we are living out our mission statement in a way that honors God!  
Thank you for your engagement at HCC!!

     Yours in service,
     Tim Suter
     Church Chair

A Word From Our Church Chair



A Word From The Director Of Youth & Children’s Ministry
Hillcrest Covenant Church  
Student Ministries 

2022 has been a tremendous year in the life of Hillcrest Kids and Hillcrest Youth! We’ve seen 
much growth in both ministries. Whether that is numerical or spiritual, we’ve seen both! I’m so 
stoked to see how God is working in and through both ministries. For an example of growth, 
the Hillcrest Kids Leader Team has grown to 11! 11! That’s a solid team, with Godly people 
that serve AT LEAST once a month or MORE! We couldn’t do our weekly programming or 
events without these amazing people. Please be in continued prayer for this team and for our 
ministry happenings in 2023. We have had a solid goal for 2022, which is creating an inviting 
atmosphere, where kids can learn about Jesus’s love, learn that God loves them and learn to 
love others. This is a great goal and now we feel that it’s time to go deeper, to grow from that 
foundation. The 2023 goal is not completely realized yet during the writing of this article but it 
will be intentionally focused more on reaching our wide range of ages. What do we want the 
kids to know when they head into middle school, high school and youth ministry? We will 
probably end up needing a few more leaders for this goal to be fully realized and I know that 
God will provide!


The youth ministry has been busy! Busy experiencing intentional ministry! We’ve had many 
new faces come to our weekly Sunday youth group meetings. These young people are seeing 
that Hillcrest is a safe and fun place to make new friends and also worship a real loving/
forgiving God. I was just telling Pastor Jen and my wife Christina, that I feel many of our youth 
are really starting to explore who Jesus was and is. We are starting to see their wheels turn 
and many are starting to see why Jesus and fellowship with other believers is so awesome! 
Our group is very much a growing group. We are seeing 10 youth and 3 adult leaders regularly 
each Sunday night. God is at work within Hillcrest Youth. Please be in continued prayer for all 
our youth involved and also for the many more that will be coming in the next months to 
come. Also, we ask that our church family please be in prayer for our youth group winter 
retreat coming up in February 2023. We will be heading to Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, 
WI. The camp is now offering a few weeks during the winter months for mixed aged youth 
groups to come ALL together. This is ideal for our current group! We’ll be able to experience 
the retreat as a whole youth ministry! The youth will be signing up soon for this event. Be on 
the look out for our photos and updates!


If you’d like to be added to Hillcrest Student Ministries weekly email updates, please contact 
Patrick Andrus or the church office.


Thanks friends!

Patrick




Hillcrest Youth Ministry



Hillcrest Kids Ministry 



A Word From Our Missions Team

The Mission Team encourages all at Hillcrest Covenant Church to serve others whether it is those 
around the corner or those around the world. 

Have you ever considered the phrase catastrophic food insecurity?  It is hard for most of us to 
imagine what that really means but in some areas the hunger is overwhelming, and it is a harsh 
reality.  Hunger is not a new problem, but there is a new level of urgency in several areas around 
the world.  Children in many areas are too weak to cry.  Mothers are also starving and not able to 
produce enough milk to feed their babies.  In Angola, a country in Africa which is twice the size of 
Texas, they are experiencing a five-year draught and they have had little to no crops. 

BUT hope is not lost.  Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) works with incredible partners across 
the globe who are truly the hands and feet of Jesus.  They are on the ground, doing the critical 
work of distributing the MannaPack meals where they are needed the most.  Meals are provided 
to children and families.

This will be the thirteenth year for the Make A Difference DKC FMSC Mobile Pack Event.  
Whether you have helped in the past or not, you can save the life of children you will never meet 
and help others feel the love of Jesus.

When you help our mobile-pack event, you are helping to feed starving children all around the 
world.  Your donations will not only fund meals we are packing, but it will also help ensure that 
more meals can be sent to locations like Angola.  $0.24 funds one meal, $88 feeds one child for a 
year, $365 feeds a family for a year, and $1,866 provides one pallet of food.  EVERY $ helps no 
matter the amount.  In addition to financial assistance to fund meals that are to be packed and 
sent, FMSC as well as our mobile pack event need your prayers and those prayers are so 
important.  FMSC reports that it is only by God’s grace that more than 99% of all meals have 
arrived safely at their intended destination.  This is an incredible feat and can only be by the grace 
of God and are answered prayers.

One of my favorite ways to help support FMSC and provide meals to starving children is to shop 
in the MarketPlace at the event.  And one of my favorite items to purchase is a coffee mug which 
is made in Haiti.  Extremely poor families in Haiti would mix the clay dirt with water, oil, and salt to 
create what they call a “clay cookie.”  They would feed their desperately hungry children the clay 
cookies to fill their stomachs.  By transforming the same clay into mugs, they are transforming 
their families lives and help them find a way out of poverty.  When I drink coffee out of one of 
these mugs, I think about how desperate a mother would have to be to feed their starving child a 
cookie made with dirt clay.  I think about how blessed my life has been and grateful that I was 
never in such a desperate situation with my children. 

The need is greater than ever and every year, every event, every shift, every box, and every meal 
will impact the life of a child and their family.  Please sign-up to volunteer for a shift, and please 
donate to help fund the meals that will be packed at the Make A Difference DKC Mobile Pack 
Event.  We are to be the hands and feet of Christ; we are called to respond to this urgency. 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35

On behalf of the Missions Team,
Danielle Schultz



A Word From The Care Team 

  
Are You In Need? 

The Care Team at Hillcrest Covenant Church is here for those who are having 
trouble or struggling because life isn’t going so well. If you find that you have 
nowhere to go or no one to talk to, please contact the Care Team for assistance. 
This team provides the following services: 

·      VisitaFon/support for those who are hospitalized, living in residenFal/rehab/
nursing faciliFes or those unable to join our church community in worship. 

·      Guidance through emoFonal support for those experiencing grief, 
relaFonship, marriage/divorce difficulFes, or going through a difficult transiFon. 
Counseling informaFon is also available.  

·      Case Management offering resources/informaFon such as, but not limited to 
housing, transportaFon, or disabiliFes need. 

If you are in need of any of these services, or have a need not listed above, please 
text me @ 312.405.7435 or contact the church office or fill out the Connect Card 
in your church bulleFn and I will direct your concern to one of our compassionate 
and dedicated Care Team members who will in turn, get back to you. 

Your Care Team members are Vickie Peyton, Halie Howells, ScoY Sisler, Lisa 
Quinlivan, Shaun Moubry and Laurie Smith. If you feel called to be part of our 
Care Team, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Blessings,   

Vickie Peyton 
Care Team Lead 
                                                                                                                                               
             



Smorgasbord

Join us on Wednesday night, December 14, for our Smorgasbord Dinner.  
Smorgasbord: a buffet offering a variety of hot and cold meats, salads,       
hors d’oeurvres, etc. Here at Hillcrest it has come to mean our annual 

Christmas meal with a few traditional Swedish dishes as well as all of your 
favorites.  Look for a sign up sheet on the Kiosk later in November.  This has 
always been a favorite event at Hillcrest so plan to join us and bring your 
friends and neighbors. Dinner will be in the  multipurpose room with candle 
light and music. Hot cider will be served at 5:30 with the meal starting at 
6:00.


Sunday Morning Coffee Hour

We are looking for people to provide treats for our Sunday morning coffee 
hour during the months of November and December. This could be as simple 
as bringing in some donuts, coffee cake, or other pastries, or doing a "full 
spread" of treats.  Watch for a sign up sheet by the upstairs coffee bar.  
Thanks for all of those who have served in the past. It has become a great 
connecting point on Sunday mornings.


Decorating the Ellwood House

This year Hillcrest has volunteered to decorate the Master Bedroom at the 
Ellwood House for their holiday tours. We will be meeting there on Sunday 
afternoon, November 6, at around 1pm to deck the room. We have all the 
decorations ready to go but invite you to join us for the fun of decorating.  
This has become a wonderful community connection for us. Contact Sue 
Guio or Lois Miller for more info.


Network of Nations

The Network of Nations will be having their Thanksgiving meal for the 
international students on Friday night, November 18 at 6:30 P.M. Along with 
the traditional Thanksgiving foods people are invited to bring some of their 
favorite dishes as well. If you would be interested in preparing food for this 
event or joining students from around the world at the table contact Lois 
Miller at 815.758.2320.


 On behalf of the Events Team,

 Lois Miller

A Word From The Events Team



                     A Word From Our Missionaries     

Hello
When we arrived in Colombia and began to gather with different people, we noticed a defining 
characteristic that happened at all meetings (unless the group was very large) – everyone 
announced their arrival with a general greeting to everyone present. If the reason for the 
gathering had not yet begun – say a church service or a meeting dealing with a specific 
purpose – the person would then proceed to say hello personally to everyone. If the meeting 
had already begun, those who arrived late would give a general greeting upon entrance and at 
the first possible opportunity, a personal greeting would take place with each individual. No one 
is left out. Even when a person stepped into a small store – say a pharmacy, a hardware store, 
or a small specialty store –you would still say hello upon entering (sort of to announce that you 
are there to do business). This has taken a bit to get used to, since it seems, at times, that you 
are interrupting the business or service. Yet, that might just be your perception because you 
are not used to it. No one else seems to mind and accepts it as what should be done. You very 
rarely see someone sneak in the back, or the side door to a gathering. When you show up, you 
show up, and everyone is aware of your arrival.

Goodbye
The departure is very similar. If the meeting or service has finished, you say goodbye to 
everyone as you leave. You very rarely leave anyone out. In fact, if you are hosting a meeting 
or gathering in your home, and the people are leaving and you are busy cleaning up or doing 
something else, the attendees will seek you out to make sure that they say goodbye, or they 
will tell someone that they wanted to say goodbye but couldn’t find you and “could they please 
pass on your thanks and goodbye.” If you must leave early, you let everyone know that you 
need to go and, many times, you say goodbye to everyone personally, or to those near you, at 
least. But, if you must leave early, be ready to be told that “you just got here!” or “how come 
you’re abandoning us just when we need you to be here?” even though you were on time and 
had been there for a long time. That never seems to be remembered. We’re not sure we have 
ever been to a gathering where this “Hello” and “Goodbye” has not taken place, as this type of 
courtesy, respect, cordiality, and friendliness is practiced throughout Colombia. Without fail. So 
we have made this a part of our own “hello and goodbye” culture – and we haven’t even 
mentioned the hugs or the kiss on cheek culture. 
Blessings, 
Mary Lou and Gary Sander 



                               September & October Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 November Birthdays               
  2—John Kostrey       
   4—Mike York                           
  6—Lizzie Egerman    
     11—Manny Diaz               
     14—Patricia Restrepo (Missionary)        
 15—Dan Ihm                  
 16—Lijah Howells                  
 19—Blaize Diaz 
     21—Moses “Mo” Ihm 
 23—Tom Ihm 
     23—Aaron Ihm 
     25—Joan Bickner 
     26—Lorna Code 
     27—Mary Strohm 

 December  Birthdays              December Anniversaries 
     9—Gail Becker     12, 1987—Amy & Dave Wessel       
    12—Larry Schultz     27, 1966—Sue & John Guio 
    14—Judy Lighthart                       28, 1990—Lisa & Sean Quinlivan 
    14—Julie Suter             
    15—Carole Minor         
    16—Sue Guio           
    16—Caleb Ihm 
    19—Vickie Peyton 
    25—Charlotte “Charlie” Bennett 
    26—Bob Abel 
    28—Lynn Vogl 
    30—Don Code 
    31—Max Heide 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2


6pm 
Community 
Night-Alpha

3


Pastor Jen on 

Vacation

4


Pastor Jen 
on vacation

5

Pastor Jen on 
vacation

7:30am Men’s Bible 
Study 


9am Fall Work Day 


6

Pastor Jen on vacation

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Addictions 

Recovery

11:30 Women’s Recovery 
Group

 6:30pm

Youth Group


7


7pm Prayer


8


5:30am 

General 
Election 


9

6pm Meet & Eat 
at Los 
Rancheros

10

8am FMSC 
Annual Mobile 
Pack DKC


11

8am FMSC

Annual 
Mobile Pack 
DKC

12

8am FMSC Annual

Mobile Pack DKC


7:30am 

Men’s Bible Study


9:15am

Women’s Bible 
Study

13

9am Big Book Study

10am  Worship


11:30am Addictions 
Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group


3-5pm All Church Mobile 
Pack


14


7pm Prayer


15 16


6pm Community 
Night-Alpha


17 18 19


7:30am 

Men’s Bible Study


9:15am

Women’s Bible 
Study


20

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Addictions 
Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group


11:30am Semi-Annual 
Meeting w/Lunch

6:30pm Youth Group


21


7pm Prayer

22 23
 24

Office Closed

25

Office 
Closed

26


27

Advent Begins

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Celebrate

Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group

6:30pm Youth Group


28


7pm Prayer


29 30

                            November  2022 Calendar  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

7:30am Men’s 
Bible Study


9:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study

4

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Addiction 
Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group

6:30pm Youth Group

5

7pm Prayer

6
 7
 8

Leadership 

Christmas 
Party


9
 10

7:30am Men’s 
Bible Study

9:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study


3pm Let It Be 
Christmas 

11

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Addiction 
Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group

6:30pm Youth Group 
Christmas Party


12

7pm Prayer


Staff 
Christmas 
Party

13
 14

6pm

Smorgasbord!

15
 16
 17

7:30am Men’s 
Bible Study


9:15am 
Women’s Bible 
Study


18

9am Big Book Study

10am Worship

11:30am Addiction 
Recovery

11:30am Women’s 
Support Group

6pm Blue Christmas


19


7pm Prayer

20
 21
 22
 23
 24

Last Day of 
Advent


4pm Christmas 
Eve Service

25

10am Christmas Carol 
Worship

26

Office Closed 
for the 
Holiday 


27

Office 
Closed for 
the Holiday

28

Office Closed for 
the Holiday

29

Office 
Closed for 
the Holiday


30

Office 
Closed 
for the 
Holiday


31

Office Closed 
for the Holiday


                        December 2022 Calendar  



1515 N. First Street

DeKalb, IL 600115


815-756-5508

office@hillcrestdekalb.com


hillcrestdekalb.com

youtube.com/

hillcrestcovenantdekalb


Worship: 10:00am


Online and In Person 


Lead Pastor, Jen Zerby

Associate Pastor, Bill Orris 

We believe the Bible is the Word of God 
and the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine 

and conduct. We affirm the historical 
confessions of the Christian Church, 
especially the Apostle’s Creed. We 

emphasize a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. And we 
stress the need to follow Him in a life of 
committed discipleship and growth. We 
desire to share the Good News of Jesus 

Christ with our neighbors and friends, and 
we participate in the fellowship and service 

of the worldwide Church. We value the 
freedom we have in Christ to differ in our 

understanding of Scripture and to practice 
our faith uniquely. Yet our unique calling is 
to live by the Holy Spirit’s leading and with 
responsibility before God to love, serve and 

steward gifts, resources, talents and 
relationships He has given to us, as well 

as, all of His creation. 


mailto:office@hillcrestdekalb.com
http://hillcrestdekalb.com
http://youtube.com

